
Constitutional Amendments:
Which amendment had the greatest impact on United States citizens?

SS.7.C.3.5 Explain the constitutional amendment process. 
SS.7.C.3.6 Evaluate constitutional rights and their impact on individuals and society. 
SS.7.C.3.7 Analyze the impact of the 13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th, and 26th amendments on participation of minority groups in the American political process. 
 
For this decision-making lesson, students will continue their study of the 13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th, and 26th amendments based on information provided by articles, videos, and their classroom texts to determine which amendment has had the greatest impact on United States citizens.  Using this information, students will rank their choices and explain how they reached their decisions.

Problem
Who is the most influential Constitutional amendment?

Alternatives
13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th, and 26th amendments

Criteria
Impact on minorities in the political process, impact on individual rights; social/economic impact

Decision
Which amendment did you choose?  How did you make that decision?

Read the letter from Article Fivers and discuss the decision that the students need to make (which Constitutional amendment has had the greatest impact on the United States of America).  Discuss the criteria that the class included regarding how to choose the amendment (Impact on minorities in the political process, impact on individual rights; impact on society).
1. Review the Constitutional amendment process.  Use classroom textbooks follow the links below:
a. The Constitution provides for the amendment process in Article V
i. https://www.usconstitution.net/xconst_A5.html 
b. The process explained
i. https://www.usconstitution.net/constam.html 
2. Use the links below to research each amendment:
a. https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-i  This site provided common interpretations of each amendment as well as points of debate
b. https://www.civiced.org/images/stories/downloads/United_States_Constitution_for_Kids.pdf This document includes clickable links for the amendments, with background and student-friendly interpretations (to print the six amendments see the end of this lesson)
c. For easier interpretations, see the links for each amendment below:
i. https://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/thirteenth_amendment.php
ii. https://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/fourteenth_amendment.php
iii. https://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/fifteenth_amendment.php
iv. https://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/nineteenth_amendment.php
v. https://study.com/academy/lesson/the-24th-amendment-definition-summary-history-court-cases.html
vi. https://study.com/academy/lesson/the-26th-amendment-definition-history-facts-court-cases.html
d. Use the matrix to take notes on each amendment’s connection to the three criteria for selection. 
3. After all information has been gathered, use the matrix to start a discussion on the 13th Amendment.  What notes were made related to each of the criteria? Does the 13th Amendment meet all of the criteria?  If yes, how?  If not, what is missing?
4. Repeat this process for the other amendments.
5. In teams the students will work together to evaluate the completed matrix and make a decision regarding the amendment that should be named the amendment has made the greatest impact on citizens of the United States?
6. Students will then rank each amendment from first to last.
7. Students will then present their findings to the class, giving the reasons why ranked the choices as they did and the procedure of how they got to that decision.  What is the opportunity cost (the next-best choice for Amendment Fivers)?
a. Encourage students to discuss each step in their processes for making their choices.  What did they do first?  After that?
8. Students write a letter to Amendment Fivers and explain:
· how they ranked each amendment
· the process they used for making their choices and
· why the amendment they chose is the best choice. 
A frame can also be used:
Date:					
Dear Amendment Fivers, 
Our team has reviewed information on 13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th, and 26th amendments and are suggesting the following for the amendment that has made the greatest impact on citizens of the United States.  We have ranked them in order beginning with our top choice.  

Top Choice:							
Alternate Choice #1:						
Alternate Choice #2:						
Alternate Choice #3:						
Alternate Choice #4		________________________________
Alternate Choice #5		________________________________
Our step-by-step procedure for ranking the choices in this way was:
Thank you for the opportunity to assist you with this project!
Sincerely,
Extension/ideas:
· Create a presentation for the Amendment Fivers that outlines the woman chosen for the award.
· Have students create breaking-news reports on the passage of each amendment and how the amendment might change the lives of U. S. citizens.
· Read more about the amendment process at ReadWorks (create a free account): https://www.readworks.org/find-content#!q:amendment/g:/t:/f:0/pt:/features:/
Differentiation:
· Reduce alternatives and/or criteria.
· Create a new letter from Amendment Fivers asking students to reconsider their choices based on different alternatives/criteria
· Increase alternatives and/or criteria.
· Same as above
· Provide note-taking tools with some of the information from textbooks, videos, and/or web articles already filled in.

Amendment readings from https://www.civiced.org/images/stories/downloads/United_States_Constitution_for_Kids.pdf 
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Amendment XIII (1865)
Background: Following the American Civil War, the Thirteenth Amendment was ratified,
ending the practice of slavery.

The Thirtcenth Amendment also includes the first use by Congress of an enforcement
clause, which would also be included in later Amendments. Enforcement clauses were added to
allow Congress to pass additional legistation needed to uphold the newly ratified Amendment.
In the cas of the Thirteenth Amendment, Congress could pass legislation that ensured that the
practice of skavery was fully and officially out of use.

Text/Adapted Text:
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or
any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

1.In the United States or any place where the United States has lawful power, it is illegal to
hold someone against their will unless it is as punishment for a crime committed and such a

person was convicted according to the law.
2. Congress has the power to enforce this Amendment through further legislation.
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Amendment XIV (1868)
Background: In a now infamous Supreme Court Case, Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857), the
Court declared that African Americans were no citizens. Following the Civil War, the
Fourteenth Amendment (One of 3 “Reconstruction Amendments"), declared that every person
‘born or naturalized in the United States wasa citizen. Additionally, the Amendment dictated
thatall citizens are entitled to "equal protection under the law” (a state cannot apply a law to
some and not others), and that no state may take away any right owed to all citizens. Finally, no
state s allowed to deprive citizens of e, liberty, or property without “due process of law.” the ull
and fair reatment under the law to which al citizens are entidled.

Section 2 of the Fourteenth Amendment does away with the Three-Fifths Clause that
‘counted slaves as three-fifths of  person with regards to representation in Congress and taxes. It
also mandates that any state that denies a citizen the right to vote would be punished through the
reduction of that state’s representation in Congress. Although the Amendment says citizens must
e 21 o vore, the Tywenty-Sixth Amendment recuced the voting-age to 18.

Section 3 of this amendment was only applicable to people at the time it was passed, as it
prevents former Confederate offcials from holding a federal office unless approved by % vore in
cach house of Congress.

Additionally, the Amendment states that all of the Federal Government's debt from the
Givil War would be honored, but the United Statesis not liable for debrs caused by the
Confederate government.

“The Enforcement Clause allows it to enforce the Fourteenth Amendment, which
includes laws which abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens,or otherwise deny to 2
person due process or equal protection of the laws. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is one such
cxample.

of citizens of the United States; nor s|
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person wit
equal protection of the laws.

its jurisdiction the

People born in the United States or becomes citizens of the United States (by the process of
naturalization) are United States itizens and citizens of the sate they live in. All US citizens
must be proteeted by, must follow, and must be held aceountable for ll the same laws of the
Federal Government and their state. Also, allcitizens deserve to be fairly treated under the law,
even when they have broken the law.
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Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to
their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding
Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for
President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is

denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and
citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in
rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the
proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of
male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

Every citizen of the United States must be fully included when deciding how many
representatives each state should have. Also all citizens are entitled to the right o vore in
Federal elections, and if any state attempts to take away these rights, i will be punished by

having s representation in Congress reduced.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of
President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United
States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature,
or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the
United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each
House, remove such disability.

No person who was a former Confederate offcial (against the Union during the Civil War) is
allowed to serve in Congress unless Congress votes, with a 2/3 majority in each house, to allow

Section 5. The Congress e power to enforce, b

‘Congress has the power to enforce this Amendment through additional laws.

ic debt of the United States, authorized by law,
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in
suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United
States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of

insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or
emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal
and void.
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‘will be paid back. However, the debts of the Confederacy are now void.

Amendment XV (1870)
Background: The Fiftcenth Amendment prevents any citizen of the United States from being
denied the right to vore based upon their race. Although the previous two Reconstruction
Amendments had in turn ended slavery and guaranteed civil rights to al citizens, recently freed
slaves were sill being kept from exercising their right to vore in certain areas of the country. The
Fifteenth Amendment stopped this by forbiding states from denying any citizen the right to vote.

Text/Adapted Text:

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous
condition of servitude. Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

1. The right of citizens to vote many not be restricted or taken away on the basis of race, color,
or previous status as a Slave.

2. Congress has the power to enforce this Amendment with additional laws.
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Amendment XIX (1920)
Background: Although the right to vote had been expanded broadly since the beginning of the
‘country,at the opening of the twentieth century, female citizens were still denied this right,
despite a strong protest movement to reform this practice. ‘The Nineteenth Amendment
ts both the Federal and state governments from denying the right to vote on account of

‘The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

“The right of citizens to vote will not be taken away on the basis of their gender. Congress h
the power to enforce this Amendment through passing additional law:
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Amendment XXIV (1964)
Background: Following the adoption of the Reconstruction Amendments (Thirteen, Fourteen
and Fifteen), southern state authorities continued to disenfranchise (take away the right to vore
of)their black citizens, using a variety of questionably legal means to do so. Amendment XXIV
addresses the most widely used method of disenfranchisement, the poll tax. By instituting a poll
tax a fee required to vor), Southern states were able to diseriminate against Black voters since
they knew that African Americans were economically worse-offthan their white counterparts. In
this way, Souther states were able to avoid dircetly violating the Fificenth Amendment while in
practice,the discrimination continued. Congress had tried to address the poll tax for years, but
faced opposition from Southern representatives. With the risc of the Civil Rights movement in
the 1960s. they had an opportunity to do so, passing Amendment XXIV in 1964

Text/Adapted Text:
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary o other
election for President or Vice President for electors for President or Vice President, or
for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United

States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.
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Amendment XXVI (1971)
Text/Adapted Text:

The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.
‘The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.





